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In addition to having spotted the biggest animal in my lifetime, I did also learn more on marine 
mammals within a week than I have in my past 29 years. On top of introducing us to the daily 
research work at sea, we also got several lectures and the scientists were always there to 
answer questions. It was very impressive and inspiring to see the dedication, motivation and 
energy that all the researchers on board put into this project to protect these unique 
animals. Thank you all for enabling to be part of this great project as a citizen scientist! 

René Mettler, 29, sustainability consultant, Switzerland 

 

To be able to participate In one of the longest running marine cetacean studies in the Med 
was an honor as much as it was enriching for myself. I added so much to my knowledge of 
marine mammals and to be surrounded by such a dedicated and passionate team has 
Inspired me more than ever to continue to pursue a career in marine conservation. The 
lectures we received from the vice director as well as some of the crew who had just finished 
their masters degrees were so Insightful. I implore anyone Interested in marine life to sign up 
to be a citizen scientist for a week with Tethys! 

Ellie Guillonneau, 23, conservation biology graduate, Scotland 

 

The past week has been such an amazing experience. I learned so much about the different 
mammals and it was great to be able to see them in their natural environment. The crew has 
been amazing, always ready to answer questions and help out. The lectures were informative 
and seeing how researchers use various technology to track and study the whales has been 
extremely interesting. Thank you to all the crew and it is  a great experience for anyone 
interested!  

Kenza Hessini, 18, student, USA  

 

I had so much fun this past week. In addition to learning about new mammalian and fish, I 
was able to experience some remarkable interactions with animals I have never seen in the 
wild before. Learning about these species and their habitats and their importance has given 
me a greater appreciation and a new perspective. The lectures were extremely interesting 
and useful as well as learning about technology. Thank you to all of the crew!! This has been 
so amazing and fun. :)  

Gemma Diaz, 19, student, hot girl,USA.  
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I know Tethys for already ten years now and I keep coming back. The passion that these 
people have is just amazing. They keep inspiring me to tell others about the whales and 
dolphins that inhabit the Mediterranean sea. The work Tethys does is hard but very important 
work. Thanks again for the amazing experience. See you next time! 

Theun Spaans, 29, social worker and singer, the Netherlands 

 

I have just discovered Tethys last year and i was lucky to participate this year. This has been 
great to spend a full week with the team on the boat. This is super cool to feel so much 
involvement and motivation for wildlife conservation and protection from the team. 

The crew-team is super easy-going and nice to spend time with which makes the trip really 
a memorable experience. See you soon ! 

David Lepez,45, Digital Freelancer and adventurer, Spain.  

 

Ho trascorso una settimana indimenticabile su Pelagos.  

Ho avuto l'opportunità di imparare tante cose nuove e finalmente di rispondere a tanti 
quesiti che mi facevo riguardo ai cetacei, grazie alle risposte fornite dalla biologa marina 
alle tante domande (forse troppe) che ponevo.  

Naturalmente la cosa più entusiasmante è stata l'osservazione di stenelle e balenottere nel 
loro ambiente naturale! con l'aiuto di tutto l'equipaggio ho capito come avvistarli e 
osservarli senza disturbarli. E' un'emozione incredibile che non dimenticherò mai! 

Morgana, Federica, Alessandro, Valerio e Roberto mi hanno insegnato ad osservare dei 
particolari che da sola non ero in grado di mettere a fuoco. 

La vita in barca è stata veramente piacevole, mi sono sentita a mio agio e in compagnia di 
persone che si sono rese sempre disponibili. 

Grazie a tutti. Un abbraccio. 

Marzia 
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Questa settimana passata sul Pelagos, seppur breve, è stata un'esperienza impagabile: mi ha 
dato l'opportunità non solo di osservare da vicino come viene portata avanti una ricerca 
pluriennale di questa portata, ma anche di fornire un minimo contributo al lavoro sul campo 
di questi appassionati ricercatori, facendomi di fatto sentire parte attiva del progetto; 
l'esperienza di vita in barca, la navigazione, l'osservazione di cetacei liberi nel loro ambiente 
naturale e la condivisione di questa settimana con gli altri partecipanti hanno ulteriormente 
contribuito a rendere questa settimana unica. 

Davide, 28, ingegnere elettronico. 

 

I discovered the Tethys field program via the Internet and I was immediately enthusiastic! 
The journey to get to the harbor of San Remo went smoothly and when I arrived at the vessel 
I felt more than welcome right away. The first day at sea it didn't take long before we spotted 
a large group of Striped Dolphins, which was absolutely amazing! During this week there were 
two days that we couldn't go out at sea due to the strong wind but we filled this time by 
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attending a few lectures about the cetaceans living in the Ligurian Sea, visiting the nicest 
spots of San Remo (among which the idyllic area La Pigna) and taking a trip to the 
Oceanographic Museum of Monaco. In short, this was an adventure I will never forget. If 
you're into marine biology or ecology you should definitely give this volunteering program a 
try!  

Laura, 19, bachelor student Forest and Nature Conservation (The Netherlands) 

 

Questa settimana su Pelagos è stata sicuramente un'esperienza nuova che mi ha insegnato 
molto, sia naturalmente nell'ambito della ricerca e dell'osservazione di cetacei, che nella 
vita in barca, che non avevo mai vissuto prima. Ho scoperto l'istituto Tethys grazie a mio 
papà, che aveva partecipato al progetto negli anni '90; sono sempre stata incuriosita dal 
mare e dai suoi abitanti e questa è stata l'occasione ideale per avvicinarmi almeno un 
pochino a questo interessante mondo. Trovo veramente bello poter partecipare attivamente 
nella ricerca e poter dare un aiuto, seppur piccolo, nella ricerca. Sicuramente questi saranno 
giorni che non dimenticherò. Grazie a tutti i ricercatori per avermi fatto sentire come a casa!  

Mariangela, 22, studentessa di Psicologia 

 

Thanks for this really interesting and fruitfull week. The research process is clearly 
understood and observed, with lots of technical equipment. Lectures very interesting too.  
Lots of sightings this week, especially fin whales. In addition, I enjoyed very much the 
ambiance on board, with participation from each one, which is really making exchanges more 
easy. 

Jean, 57, engineer in aeronautics, fan of whales, France 

 

Devo porgere i miei ringraziamenti a tutto lo staff ed i partecipanti per l'incredibile 
esperienza. Il mio animo trabocca di gioia per essermi avvicinato al sogno della mia vita, 
coltivato sin da bambino. Vi auguro il meglio e mi raccomando, con lentezza!  

Valerio Massimo Pastorini, 23, studente, Italia 
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Grazie per quest'esperienza, è stata formativa non solo da un punto di vista scientifico, ma 
anche da quello umano.  

Maria Chantal Seghedoni, 24, studentessa, Italia 

 

Che dire... emozionante forse potrebbe risultare riduttivo. Da parte di una montanara come 
me sembrerà strano dire che avete soddisfatto uno dei miei più grandi sogni, vivere il mare 
(anche se per poco) osservando i cetacei. A bordo sembrava di stare in famiglia, lo staff 
entusiasta di raccontare le proprie esperienze e innamorato degli animali, esauriente nelle 
spiegazioni e nelle nozioni tecniche, lo skipper e le sue storie raccontate dalla sua voce 
profonda e ipnotica, i partecipanti che sono diventati amici. Voglio solo dirvi grazie, 
GRAZIE.... GRAZIE. 

Elena Iuretigh, 27, pastore e educatore  
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Una cosa generale e una specifica: in generale, questa esperienza è una tacca in più nella 
visione del mondo. In particolare, sentire "chattare" le stenelle dai microfoni di bordo 
mentre ci circondano è stato molto emozionante. Solo la bellezza salverà il mondo. E la 
buona cucina, of course.  
 
Franco Amigoni, Italia (Fidenza) 
 

 
 
La settimana appena passata mi ha emozionato non solo perchè ho visto le Stenelle striate, 
la Balenottera comune e il Capodoglio, ma perchè sono esseri viventi come me, come gli 
alberi, i fiori ecc.... Dobbiamo convivere nell'unica casa che abbiamo, il pianeta Terra, 
rispettandoci. 
 
Alessandra Volanti (Fidenza) 

 
 
Ho imparato che il tempo è un bene prezioso... e bisogna utilizzarlo meglio che si può.. 
Avevo un sogno da realizzare.. vedere una balena nel suo ambiente naturale.. 
Ho realizzato questo sogno per me e per Cesare nel migliore dei modi, con un gruppo capace 
e competente, in un contesto veramente indimenticabile. Non solo ho visto la balena, ma 
anche i capodoglio e le stenelle, ho sentito la loro voce, ho percepito il loro respiro, mi son 
sentita con loro parte di un Tutto... 
Un'esperienza che mi sentirò addosso per tutta la vita e che senz'altro ripeterò... 
GRAZIE RAGAZZI!!! 
 
Alessia Melis (Fontanile- AT) 

 

Mare blu intenso, cielo senza nuvole, vento che porta via i brutti pensieri e tutte le ansie o 
le paure di non essere abbastanza per gli altri o di non riuscire a realizzare i propri sogni, gli 
animali più belli di tutto il pianeta e poi le persone... quelle meravigliose persone che incontri 
e che ti fanno capire quanto sia vario il mondo, quante storie e vite differenti... ed è qui che 
capisci quanto sia importante essere se stessi con tutti i pregi e i difetti che uno può avere, 
bisogna essere originali per lasciare il segno nelle persone, per vivere in serenità e felicità. 
Un'esperienza bellissima che rimarrà per sempre impressa nella mia memoria... l'emozione 
che provi quando vedi per la prima volta un capodoglio o una balena o un delfino è davvero 
unica è speciale... non la dimenticherò mai. 
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Maya Franzini, 16, Italia (Fidenza) 

 

It was an incredible experience seeing these large marine vertebrates in their natural 
environment, but perhaps it was even more so interacting and observing a  team that 
dedicates a great deal of effort into both acquiring data as well as raising public awareness 
on these species which are vital to the marine ecosystems in the Mediterranean sea. 

Michael Paris, 23, Malta 

 

What a week ! Amazing experience to get to observe such magical species in their natural 
environment, and on top of that, among such a great team aka Pelagos Crew: Roberto, Nino, 
Viola, Morgana, Tomaso and Federica. So many unforgettable memories, I am leaving a piece 
of my heart here in Sanremo. 

Guillaume Sagnes, 44, France 

 

Con la settimana appena trascorsa abbiamo realizzato uno dei sogni che - da tempo - 
conservavamo nel nostro "cassetto". È stata un'esperienza fantastica, in linea con le 
aspettative che ci eravamo fatti, e costituirà certamente uno dei ricordi condivisi di cui una 
coppia si nutre. 
Grazie per aver reso tutto questo possibile! 

Consiglia e Andrea, 28 e 30, Italia 

 

"Incontri speciali" con balene, delfini o capodogli, ma anche con persone speciali, che pian 
piano formano un bel gruppo dove soprattutto "ci si sente bene", il tempo trascorre lento e 
veloce allo stesso tempo, con un altro ritmo... "mettersi in gioco a 360 gradi" come quando 
si sta di vedetta, hai tutto l'orizzonte davanti... e ti senti piccolo e grandissimo... Tutto questo 
e altre fantastiche storie in una settimana su Pelagos! 

Christian, Italia (Fidenza) 
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I have had the most wonderful experience. Despite the bad weather we were able to see 
such beautiful, extraordinary and interesting species including different types of dolphins 
and sperm whales, which we then tried to identify. The amazing group of people that I have 
met have made the week pass by ephemerally as I had a great time, hence they made it all 
so much better. Not to mention the welcoming staff, young girls full of spirit and so 
passionate about what they research that they have made me even more curious. Overall it 
was amazing and hopefully I will come back.   

Allegra Borella 

 

This was a fantastic experience as I had the chance to research different species of 
cetaceans while having fun with people from all over the world. We were an amazing team 
and we enjoyed all of the activities proposed. I loved admiring mostly the sperm whale and 
the different types of dolphins including striped and bottlenose dolphins. In conclusion I can 
say that it was an amazing week shared with people I enjoyed spending time with. 

Vittoria Nardini , studentessa Torino  

 

This was one of the most wonderful and unique experience of my life, it enabled me to 
discover the underwater world and all the species that belong to it. During this amazing week 
I was lucky enough to get to know people from all over the world and to dialogue with them 
about everything we discovered. Moreover the boat was magnificent and we explored the 
Mediterranean sea and all the cetaceans living in it. Furthermore the crew was young and 
cheerful, and everybody was very kind with each other, and that made us an amazing team. 
Thank you Tethys for this experience. 

Giorgia Penasso , studentessa Torino 

 

L'esperienza più entusiasmante che abbia mai fatto e che per un bel po' di tempo non avrà 
eguali, mi ha aperto gli occhi e fatto innamorare di nuovo del mare, da un punto di vista che 
non avevo mai sperimentato, insieme a un gruppo unico. 

Grazie Tethys ❤ 
 

Francesca Brogi, Empoli 
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E' il secondo anno che partecipo a quest'esperienza. Non è quindi la mia prima volta che 
partecipo a queste attività e mi sono sempre piaciute moltissimo. Abbiamo visto il famoso 
capodoglio Freddy nelle acque della Liguria ed è sempre bello incontrarlo. Abbiamo avvistato 
anche le stenelle striate e i tursiopi che si divertivano a saltare nelle onde prodotte dalla 
barca. Lo staff è gentilissimo e molto disponibile. Federica ci ha preparato dei gustosi piatti 
che hanno accontentato tutti. Le attività proposte hanno coinvolto tutti i partecipanti. 
Quest'esperienza mi è piaciuta moltissimo e nei prossimi anni mi piacerebbe ripeterla.  
Grazie Tethys        

Quaranta Emiliano, studente di Verona 

 

Living aboard Pelagos was an unforgettable experience: together with a group of wonderful 
people we entered a world of sun, sea, whales, dolphins and very good food! I felt privileged 
to meet and learn from a team of passionate scientists whose dedication to their research 
is inspiring. Thank you for making a difference for the cetaceans who call the Mediterranean 
Sea their home! 

Marit Scholten, Amsterdam 
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Nonostante il mal tempo ed il mare mosso, siamo riusciti a vedere tursiopi, capodogli e 
stenelle striate. Grazie a questa esperienza sono entrata in contatto con un mondo 
normalmente distante dalla mia vita e ho scoperto che è molto interessante. Infatti è stato 
molto emozionante e questo mi ha stupito, specialmente l'avvistamento dei delfini. Parlano 
della crew, tutti molto bravi e competenti, anche a livello culinario data la varietà di piatti 
proposti (tutti deliziosi). Questa esperienza è stata resa speciale anche dal bel gruppo che 
ho trovato con ragazzi giovani e non solo di diverse nazionalità, che mi ha fatto divertire 
molto. grazie per questa esperienza!!           

Vittoria Azzalin, studentessa Torino  

 

A few months ago, I didn't know that I would be seeing such amazing and special animals so 
close to home. Everyone I told that there are cetaceans in the Mediterranean Sea, could not 
believe it. Spotting them for the first time was super exciting (yes, I am proud that I found 
dolphins on my shift as well) and being able to add my tiny bit to Tethys research is just 
amazing. I experienced 2 incredible weeks, met a wonderful and caring crew, and friends 
who I will hopefully see again. Thank you Tethys! 

Milena Vlot, 21, the Netherlands 

 

An amazing experience with an excellent crew. We saw sperm whales, fin whales, sea turtles, 
manta rays and even an 8ft shark! Cannot believe how adventurous, relaxed and friendly the 
trip was. Would really recommend. Thank  you. The team led by Nino worked exceptionally 
hard to make sure the trip was a success. 

Fussell family, 20-60, UK 

 
 
Viaggiare nel proprio mare osservandolo da una prospettiva diversa, più lontana e più 
affascinante. Scoprire il magico mondo della biologia marina, avvicinarsi alle ricerche e 
scoprire la vite degli abitanti del mare. Oltre ad aver osservato le balene, obiettivo iniziale 
del viaggio, ho scoperto la passione per tutti gli altri animali, dai delfini alle tartarughe. Si 
capisce quanto fragili siano gli ecosistemi marini e quanto sia importante creare 
consapevolezza. La cosa più emozionante, l'attesa del primo capodoglio! 
 



 

https://whalesanddolphins.tethys.org - https://www.tethys.org 

Rita Priore, 32, Italia (Altamura) 
 

 
 
I will always remember this one of a lifetime experience. This journey started fairly slow but 
the other days made up for that one day. We saw sperm whales, striped dolphins, sharks, 
mantas and turtles. But how beautiful those magical animals are and how beautiful the 
surroundings are the people make the place and the company and the crew were absolutely 
amazing. They were kind, hardworking, helpful in every way and new an answer for every 
question could ask. you not only get to know the deeper insides of the animals but also about 
the people you are sharing this vessel. I absolutely loved this journey you get to know so 
much about yourself, the people around you and the animals in no other way you could 
imagine and I would do it all over in a heartbeat. 
 
Hoi Van Thanh Daemen, 20, Belgium 

 
 
Ho sempre amato andare negli acquari a vedere gli animali, quando mi  è capitata questa 
occasione l'ho colta immediatamente.  
devo dire che non mi aspettavo niente di tutto questo, ad ogni animale che ho visto ho 
provato un'emozione diversa, un sogno che si realizza.  
le ragazze, lo skipper e Nino sono gentilissimi ti fanno sentire come a casa, mi sono trovata 
molto bene, le ringrazio veramente.  
consiglio molto questa esperienza almeno una volta nella vita, può sembrare difficile all'inizio 
ma mano a mano diventa sempre più semplice, conoscendo per bene le persone.  
 
Diana Lisbeth Toller, 18, Italy  
 

 
 
Vedere delle creature del genere nella loro natura è qualcosa di incredibile, non esiste una 
parola o concetto per esprimere l'emozione, senti letteralmente il respiro dei capodogli e 
quello delle balene e i delfini che ti studiano. Sono stra felice del gruppo che ho trovato, di 
Fede , Alice e Viola, di Nino e di Roberto, che mi hanno dato davvero tanto. 
Non so come descriverla questa esperienza è stata più che pazzesca. 
 
Silvia Sophia Otto, 17, Verona 
 



 

https://whalesanddolphins.tethys.org - https://www.tethys.org 

 
 
I had a very nice week we laughed the whole time and saw a lot of whales, they tracked them 
every time and gave so much good information. The food was so good, Federica cooked for 
15 people as if it was a piece of cake. The group was fantastic, one of them even made sure 
I saw a big fat whale every time on the deck. The whale made weird sounds and even slept 
outside next to me!!  
It was awesome and I am definitely doing it again sometime. 
 
Birgit Vrancken, 21, Belgium 

 
It has been an amazing week with beautiful and incredible sightings like spermwhales, 
finwhale, lots of dolphins, turtles and for me the most unexpected sighting: a shark! 
Our PI, Nino, was so passionate, enthusiastic and inspiring, that was great! Thank you so 
much! 
And the food was unexpectedly good and even the quality was better than a restaurant (thank 
you so much Federica!)! 
 
Antje, 45, Germany 
 

 
 
I spent a very nice week on the boat. We saw dolphins, turtles, spermwhales, a finwhale and 
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even a shark. It was very impressive. I learned a lot. The group was great and we had lot of 
fun. Thank you very much. Special thanks to Federica for the good food. It was wonderful. 
Sonja, 42, Germany 
 
 
What a great experience and adventure! I can highly recommend it. We had a great time 
together and became a real crew. Many thanks to all the members of the crew, you are doing 
a great job. thanks Katharina for sharing your knowledge and thanks to Frederica for 
everything she did for me.  

Bettina, 52 Austria 

 

Splendida esperienza a bordo della Pelagos. Siamo state molto felici di partecipare a questo 
progetto di ricerca e di aver avvistato animali meravigliosi. Un grazie speciale alle ragazze 
dell'equipaggio che si sono rese disponibili totalmente mettendo a proprio agio tutti i 
partecipanti: hanno creato un clima sereno e di allegria contribuendo a rendere questa 
vacanza indimenticabile.  

Alessandra ed Elena, 32, Italia 

 

I never knew there were whales in the Mediterranean, but this week I was lucky enough so 
see them with my own eyes! I had an amazing week with great people, good food, many 
spotted animals and of course the best crew. Would definitely do it again! 

Marije, 18, the Netherlands 

 

I have to admit, joining the Pelagos project was one of the best decisions of my life. Seeing 
animals over five times your size a couple meters away is an experience I cannot even begin 
to describe. Not only was the research fascinating, the crew was also lovely and the food was 
delicious. I had an incredible time and would definitely like to come back. 

Denali 17, Canada 
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Before joining the Pelagos Project I didn't know there were whales and dolphins in the 
Mediterranean ocean, but seeing them first hand, changed my perception forever, most of 
the mammals in the Mediterranean ocean are endangered which makes this project even 
more important and as the animals are adapted to the Mediterranean they can only survive 
here, joining the crew for one week was an amazing experience that I wouldn't trade for the 
world I learned so much about the animals but also as a person and I built friendships that 
will last a lifetime. I just need to say thank you to the captain the crew and all the volunteers. 

Sonja 25, Austria 

 

I joined this project as a present for graduating for my Bachelor in Biology in Amsterdam. I  
was really excited to participate in this research project as I like to do research in biology, 
especially in marine biology. The past week has been amazing! Every day we were able to 
watch Ceteceans and other species. It was beautiful to see these marine mammals in the 
Mediterranean Sea. Beautiful pictures were taken and we were able to share each other's 
excitement. Also, we were able to spend one night at sea! We had a great company of pilot 
whales, fin whales and sperm whales. A funny moment we had was on the last day. We 
observed two sperm whales which appeared to be loyal friends of the Pelagos: Allard and 
Dave! It was really nice to see the reaction of the researchers that they recognized the 
whales! In summary, it was a great week with many marine mammals to see and good 
weather.. maybe too good :)  

Gian Lu, 24, The Netherlands 

 

Joining this project was one of the best decisions, I have ever done! This experience was so 
life-changing and I really recommend doing this to every person, interested in biology, in 
marine, in mammals, in fish!  

Francoise, 52, Austria 

 

What an adventure! Sharing deep gratitude and GRAZIE to the Tethys Crew and staff who 
made this week possible and all who have sustained this critical work for more than three 
decades. As a community and electoral organizer in the United States for more than three 
decades helping to build big teams of people to advocate on the issues of economic justice, 
racial justice, womens rights and LGBTQ equity and as a functional biologist practicing 
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biomimicry as a Certified Biomimicry Professional, the mission of Tethys matches my own 
life work and is critical to creating public awareness to advocate with decision makers to 
take action to protect the marine mammals in this cirtically important ecosystem. My 
expectations for this trip were to work hard as part of a ship crew, learn more about these 
species and their habitat, connect the learning with my biomimicry work and have FUN! I was 
able to do all of these things and more! What a dream to see six of the eight species! This 
was the first time for me to see a fin whale, sperm whale, cuviers beaked whale and pilot 
whales. The highlight of the trip for me was learning how to detect the sperm whales with 
the use of the hydrophone and watching the partnership of Cate and the captains. The books 
on board and Caterinas formal and informal talks helped me learn more about these 
wonderful animals and their habitat—how they do what they do and why they do what they 
do. I will treasure this experience and will incorporate what I have learned into my lifes work 
and the work of my fellow biomimics and scientists: creating conditions conducive for ALL 
life on this planet. I will be excited for my next adventure in the Mediterranean and the 
beautiful Pelagos Sanctuary. Until then, Ciao! 

Sayre, 48, Organizational Leadership & Learning Specialist, United States 

 

 

I still have two weeks to go, but I'll share my first impressions. It was very warm the entire 
time and the weather was awesome, so we had the chance to stay outside the harbour for 
one night resulting in a very special encounter with pilot whales. I can't wrap my head around 
how lucky we were, since later we also saw a Cuvier's beaked whale and many more 
cetaceans. I had fun during the night shift as it was very fascinating to stay up and keep an 
eye on the sea and the boats. What I also liked were the relaxed afternoons at sea that 
suddenly became hectic when we saw a cetacean. But of course one of the best things was 
the motivated crew and participants as we all learned together to navigate in such a small 
space and take care of each other. 
I very much enjoyed learning about and seeing all the different animals and I hope to continue 
doing so in the coming weeks, because this is a dream come true for me and I plan on 
remembering it fondly for a long time. 
At this point I want to say thank you to everyone who made this experience possible and so 
unforgettable, so thank you! Grazie! Danke! 

Kaja, 20 years, Student, Germany 
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I can't really find the right words to describe how I feel about this amazing time that I've 
had on board.  The emotions are too strong to be written , but I really want to say thank 
you. Thank you because I've learnt so much both about the sea, cetaceans and marine life 
but also, as a person. 
This week has given me something that I will never forget, an experience that has left an 
indelible sign in my heart. That sign will always remind me of the magnificent animals that 
we were able to see, thanks to the amazing group of researchers that conducted us 
throughout the whole week. You guys have a deep and visible passion that you are able to 
share with us . Thank you for everything, Together with the whole group, which will be kept 
in that sign as well, you've made this week unforgettable.  

Marisa, 18, Italy, Milan 

 

I want to start by saying to all the people I met on this boat simply THANK YOU. Thanks to 
the researchers for making me live an unforgettable experience, for giving me part of their 
passion and their knowledge, for making me understand better what it means to work as a 
team and cooperate so that everything can go better. Thanks to Captain Roberto who has 
allowed us to experience strong emotions by meeting many animals and who made us 
understand how to approach them. And I also want to  say thank you to all those who shared 
this extraordinary experience with me: thank you for making me feel at home and for sharing 
unique moments with me. This experience will remain in my heart for ever and I actually 
think that what I carry with me after this week will be extremely useful in the future. Thanks 
to this trip I was able to remove some doubts I had about what I would like my life to be in 
the future and I have certainly understood that the sea and the animals that inhabit it are 
among the most fascinating, interesting and spectacular things that exist in the world and 
which therefore I will never stop loving. I learned a lot, I had of fun, I got excited: once again 
THANKS to everyone.  

And finally I would also like to say thank you to the wonderful animals. Thanks to you striped 
dolphins for making my heart beat faster with each of your leaps. Thanks to you sperm 
whales for trying to communicate with me your “clicks” and for letting me hear your 
beautiful trumpet. Thanks to you fin whale for making me understand what for making me 
understand what it really means to be BIG. Thanks also to all the other animals that I have 
not seen but that I will definitely see another time... maybe next year :) 

Lorenzo, 17, Milan, Italy 
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Where to begin? This week has been a real roller coaster of emotions or maybe a rocky boat 
of emotions would be a more adequate description. First of all a huge thank you to the crew. 
Not only did they make the week more enjoyable by always trying to keep it light but they 
also provided a ton of information regarding the different species of cetaceans living out 
there in the big blue. I’ve learned a lot about these magnificent mammals and they really are 
incredible majestic beings. This experience has also given me an insight as to what its like to 
live on a boat. There is an undeniable sense of comradeship and I think its because we are 
literally all in the same boat, as the famous expression goes. This week has also helped me 
pave a clearer path as to what I might like to do later in life career-wise. Another big plus 
was the food and a big thank you to everyone and anyone who cooked. I will never forget this 
experience and I am thankful to have been able to participate on this project. 

Edoardo, 17, Luxembourg 

 

"Blow!" 
L'emozione provata al primo respiro di balena mi ha completamente sconvolto. E' sempre 
stato il mio sogno più grande quello di vedere le balene, ma mai mi sarei aspettato una gioia 
così profonda. 
Poter essere parte della ricerca, e non solo uno spettatore, ha reso l'esperienza molto più 
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coinvolgente ed autentica. Vedere i ricercatori mettere così tanta passione in quello che 
fanno, vedere i loro occhi che si illuminano pieni d'amore quando avvistano un nuovo 
cetaceo o semplicemente quando devono rispondere al miliardo di domande a  cui vengono 
bombardati, da speranza al cuore. 
Sono profondamente grato a tutto l'equipaggio per questi giorni indimenticabili, in 
particolare allo staff e al mitico Paolo! 
Grazie. 

E ricordate che un po' di melone donato al Mare con amore può cambiare le sorti di un 
intera giornata di avvistamenti ed avventure. 

Ismaele, 23, Pinzolo, Italy 

 

Ci sono esperienze a cui, poco alla volta, ci si abitua e che finiscono per non regalare più le 
stesse sensazioni delle prime volte. Altre però sono differenti e riescono a sorprenderti e ad 
emozionarti sempre nel profondo, rivelandosi sempre uniche e significative.  

Viaggiare insieme su Pelagos è una di queste ultime: il mare, il vento, la compagnia delle 
persone a bordo che condividono obiettivi e passione, tutto questo è speciale. Come speciali 
e meravigliosi sono gli incontri con gli animali nel loro habitat, mentre si sbircia una piccola 
parte della loro misteriosa vita negli abissi. Sentire la voce del capodoglio, aspettarlo, 
cercarlo, osservarlo da vicino per poi vederlo sparire in un mondo di suoni senza luce non 
ha prezzo, è semplicemente meraviglioso e ti lascia senza parole, come un bambino. 

Grazie Pelagos, grazie Mario, Anna, Alice, Sarah Paolo e grazie a tutti i partecipanti per aver 
reso possibile e aver condiviso con me questa avventura meravigliosa. 

Marco, 35 anni, Vercelli, Italy. 

 

Un incontro inaspettato con l'associazione Tethys ci ha portato a trascorrere una settimana 
sulla Pelagos alla volta di esperienze nuove e sconosciute. 

Un'esperienza che resterà indelebile nella memoria. 

Un ringraziamento speciale a tutto l'equipaggio che è stato molto paziente e accudente. 

La prossima volta il mal di mare lo lascio a casa! 

Flavia e Giovanni, 56 anni, Italy 
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This was my last week of three and I am still not ready to leave this wonderful time behind 
and go back home. I have said a lot of things before and the sentiment didn't change. I really 
liked my time here thanks to the amazing people on board and of course the whales and 
dolphins. 

This week, we also saw some amazing animals and I've enjoyed every single encounter, even 
if it was the third, fourth or fifth time to see a species. 

Again, I'd like to thank everyone making this possible and working so hard for the beautiful 
animals. 

Kaja, 20 years, Student, Germany 

 

This was the most overwhelmingly beautiful thing I ever did. Thank you to everyone on board 
who made this week such a special experience. It felt as if we were one big family traveling 
together. 

Marla, 17 years old, student, Germany 

 

Chi lo avrebbe mai detto, il primo momento in cui sono salito a bordo ero convinto che una 
barca così piccola per così tante persone avrebbe reso la settimana difficile per tutti. E 
invece non è stato così, i turni di lavoro, sotto coperta e sul ponte, hanno permesso di 
entrare in stretto contatto con ciascuno dei compagni di viaggio, riducendo lo spazio 
interpersonale ed allargando conseguentemente quello a bordo. 

Ringrazio molto lo staff che ci ha accompagnato in questa avventura: Anna, Alice, Sarah, 
Mario e il capitano Paolo. Un grande abbraccio, 

Francesco (Brughi), magari un giorno bioacustico, 25 anni, Italy.c 

 

Tra il trambusto dei lavori di fine settimana, ripenso a ciò che è successo in questi cinque 
giorni a bordo della Pelagos, e mi rendo conto che non conosco nessuna parola che sia in 
grado di esprimere ciò che ho provato, sentito e vissuto. E di solito le parole non mi mancano. 
Quindi grazie a tutti, ai compagni di bordo, a Mario, Alice, Anna e Sarah, e al nostro capitano 
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Paolo. E un grazie ancora più speciale agli animali che, nonostante tutto, non abbandonano 
il Mar Mediterraneo per migrare in acque più sicure.  

Chiara, 24 anni, Italyc 

 

c 

If I had to describe this experience in one word, I would say Amazing !!!!!!!!! An incredible 
experience that involves the Mediterranean marine mammals but also an incredible human 
experience. During these 4 weeks on board the Pelagos, I met so many wonderful people. 
First of all, a very attentive crew and researchers, who passionately transmitted throughout 
the cruise, their knowledge on the species that populate the Pelagos sanctuary and the 
Mediterranean in general. Then, great participants from all over the world, which also makes 
this adventure a real cultural exchange. I will remember for my whole life what I saw and 
learned during this trip and I am sure, I will come back one day to relive this unique 
experience. A big thank you to Tethys Research Institute, to all the Pelagos crew, to the 
researchers, to the skippers and to all the participants I met for the wonderful moments 
spent together. I will miss you all very much and I hope to see you again very soon on the 
boat. 
Love you guys and take care of yourself ! 
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Quentin, 21 years old, Lyon - France. 

 

Can't say more than that it was amazing and I can't wait to come back !! 

Felix, 18 years old, Landshut – Germany 

 

Thank you for this truly amazing week. 

There are so much to mention and I know I will forget most, but some of the things that stand 
out for me is: 

- The intense and focused atmosphere, when we are expecting a whale to break through the 
surface 

- The sun, wind and the waves 

- The seat in the front where you and the sea are the only ones 

- The group (both staff and participants and the skipper) and how everyone has contributed. 
Everyone has been important. The week would not have been the same with a single sole 
missing 

- Your dedication to what you do  

- The change between relaxing and enjoying Italy and focusing at the job that needs to be 
done 

- The interesting lectures 

- The world below the surface and thoughts about it being someones home 

- Being reminded that travelling and following your curiousity is lifelong important 

- The power of the whales - raw power combined with ballet beauty and precision 

- Freddie, my friend 

- Brenda (maybe;)) 

- I will yell BLOW at work ... and see what happens:) 

- what I see in front of my eyes: The fluke 

With love and great hope for the whales and everyone else out there! 
Kirstine 
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What a fantastic week! Being part of this group has been an incredible experience. The 
researchers were so knowledgeable and passionate, the research being conducted was really 
interesting to learn about, the animals were beautiful and just being around other like-
minded individuals was so refreshing. I loved every minute of it, the search for marine life 
and anticipation of what was to happen each day, the tracking of sperm whales while 
listening to them underwater, witnessing cetaceans in their natural environment, boat life, 
delicious meals, the lectures and the daily conversations with everyone - it has honestly been 
amazing. I would recommend to anyone interested in getting an insight into the marine life 
research world or looking for an unforgettable experience.  Thank you Mario, Laia, Alice and 
Sarah for all of your hard work and for having us onboard! 

Jacqui, 33, Teacher, Australia  

 

Un'esperienza che porterò con me per sempre. Grazie a Mario, Laia, Sarah, Alice, Roberto e 
Paolo che mi hanno permesso di osservare da vicino il mondo dei cetacei con la cura e il 
rispetto che il mare richiede. Ho conosciuto persone  da ogni parte del mondo e di età 
diverse con cui è stato fantastico condividere e imparare. Credo che da oggi ogni volta che 
farò il bagno non potrò fare a meno di provare a rintracciare un click sott'acqua. I'm really 
gonna miss Pelagos and its magic atmosphere on board!  

Marina, 37, Italia 

 

Abbiamo avuto l'occasione di osservare la vita dei ricercatori nel loro ambiente naturale: le 
sveglie all'alba, lo sguardo teso verso l'orizzonte, l'amore per gli animali che studiano, la 
passione con cui condividono quello che sanno, le ore piccole a sistemare i dati. Abbiamo 
bisogno di persone dedicate e gentili come Mario, Alice, Sarah e Laia se vogliamo fare la 
differenza nel prenderci cura del nostro ambiente. E bisognerebbe pagarli di più! Sono molto 
felice di aver fatto parte della ciurma e di aver dato il mio piccolo contributo insieme agli 
altri partecipanti (tutti persone stupende... ci sarà una selezione naturale per scegliere una 
vacanza come questa?). Ringrazio poi delfini, tartarughe, mola mola, mante e capodogli che 
hanno pazientemente accettato la nostra presenza al loro fianco.  

Arianna, 30, Insegnante, Italia 
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Thank you SO much for the most fantastic, incredible and unforgettable week. To me this has 
opened up to a whole new world - the world of the marine mammals. Being at sea for hours 
and hours looking for AND SPOTTING these great, impressive animals and at the same time 
enjoying the wind, the salty water and swimming in "the big blue" gives you a feeling of peace 
and harmony. The staff has generously shared their big knowledge in an understancable way, 
and we have all been given a small taste of the mysteries of sea mammals and marine biology. 
Both the group of participants and the staff have been so exiting, interesting and a lot of fun 
to be with. So all in all this week has surpassed all of my expectation - and they were very 
high already before I arrived. 

Jessy, 57, Denmark 

 

Da piccola volevo essere una sirena. Fin da subito ho dimostrato la mia passione per il mare 
e questa esperienza è stato un sogno divenuto realtà.  Ogni giorno, ogni lezione, ogni 
avvistamento, ogni click è stata pura emozione. Devo ringraziare i ricercatori, gli skipper e 
tutti i partecipanti, ora sono molto più convinta di continuare i miei studi nella direzione 
della biologia marina. Siamo stati anche molto fortunati per i curiosi e numerosi avvistamenti. 
Che dire, grazie, spero di poter tornare sulla Pelagos presto! 

Bianca, 20, Italia 

 

Esperienza meravigliosa, il mare, gli avvistamenti, la vita in barca, i ricercatori, tutto 
all'altezza di quello che speravo. un ringraziamento all'organizzazione competente. grazie  

Gio, 49, Italia 

 

E' stata una bellissima vacanza che mi ha insegnato molto,l'emozione ad ogni avvistamento 
era pazzesca, 
ringrazio le persone che ci hanno permesso di vivere un esperienza magnifica. 

Sara,12,Italia 
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I have been fascinated  by the ocean and marine life, and marine conservation has always 
been one of my main focus as a vet student. However, if someone had told me I was going to 
have an experience like this I would have never believed. I never thought I would see so many 
different species in such little time, doing so many incredible things. Seeing sperm whales 
"smile" and listening to them clicking underwater is the kind of experience that really 
connects you with nature in a special way. I never would have thought I would meet so many 
incredible people from across the world, and have so many stories to tell when I get home. 
Nothing would have been possible without such an incredible crew always keeping us happy 
and entertained, all the other great participants and the amazing skippers. Thank you so 
much for such an incredible experience, and I really hope to see Pelagus again!  

Clara, 21, Vet student, Portugal 

 

A real knowledge journey with a bunch of passionate and knowledgeable crew.  This 
experience is a real awareness raising and horizon-opening adventure. It gives you energy to 
act and spread the word. Will definitely do it again - thank you for your amazing work. Whales, 
dolphins, turtles and their mates are lucky to have you! :-) 

Aga, 37, Poland-Belgium 
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Thanks for your implication and your passion girls, I had a wonderful time and you are such 
an inspiration! All the best for you in your future careers and let's keep in touch! 

Camille 

 

Coming back to Pelagos was incredible! The moments of excitement from seeing a blow to 
finally approaching the whale are as unforgettable as the moments of silence when you 
breath in line with these incredible animals. You focus on the outside and calm down on the 
inside. Thanks again for the wonderful journey to the crew - I was reminded of how important 
it is to conserve our nature and how less important the little things are we sometimes 
concern ourselves with. See you on the next trip - and BLOW! 

Andrea, Age 37, Munich – Germany 

 

The  experience on Pelagos was my first approach to whales in their own habitat. These 
animals reveal how the nature can still hide and find its own space despite we (as human) are 
everywhere with their activities (and pollution, in every form). The dedication of the team 
was great, and they demonstrated an experience that goes beyond their age. I hope this 
foundation can continue to help the seas with a high-quality research and resilient work. 

Marcello, Age 36, Milan – Italy 

 

I will never forget the feeling of gratitude I felt when the first whale that we sighted decided 
to show itself in all of its beauty, together with the instant smile mixed with tears that came 
over me when a group of striped dolphins gifted us with their playful presence under the 
bow of the boat. There is something extremely powerful in waiting for any sign of life on the 
water's surface, and then seeing the blow of a whale that stays on the side of the boat, 
harmless and defenseless, before it dives back down into the depth of the sea. The past 
week aboard Pelagos allowed me to have a unique first-hand experience of the conservation 
effort that these precious animals need and deserve, and that is carried out by some very 
committed researchers.  

Chiara, Age 22, Milan - Italy  
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This was an amazing week. We came with a lot expectations that were all more than fulfilled. 
In particular, we go home with the feeling that we have supported an important project that 
is worth all the efforts. We thank a lot the always helpful and warm crew and Katerina that 
shared all her knowledge and enthusiasm for the marine environment. We are happy to see 
that she spreads the need to approach this fragile environment with respect so that more 
and more people get aware to protect it. 

Thank you a lot Katerina, Daniela, Federico, Anais and Roberto!!! 

Annette, Lars, Levi, Thomas, Age 52, 17, 14, 52, Besozzo (Va), Italy 

 

 

An experience of a lifetime. Thank you for all the learning! 

Naomi Alesworth, Age 36, London, UK 

 

 

Taking part in the Tethys Project has been the most heartwarming and enlightening 
experience , seeing all the different marine species in their natural habitat has been a dream 
come true. The crew onboard the Pelagos have been so inspiring and welcoming , towards 
the learning of marine conservation. I am extremely thankful to them all for such an 
incredible experience. 

Lara ,  Age 19 , Cornwall 

 

I feel very lucky to be able to participate in something so amazing as this trip, with 
everything we got to experience! We saw the giants of the sea, and everything else was just 
great. I am very grateful for this opportunity, and very happy to know that I helped to take 
the research of whales and dolphins further a little ❤ Great crew, great ship, greatest 
experience! 
 
Aleksandra, Age 21, Helsinki, Finland /Russia 
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Have you ever dreamt of becoming a "whale scientist" in your childhood, like I do, you can 
experience it with Tethys. You will see on the one hand that living on a boat with limited 
space and collecting data is a hard job. But on the other hand to be in the field and watch 
whales and dolphins in their natural habitat is one of the best things you can do in the world.  

You will learn that we have to protect these majestic and fascinating animals. I'm glad that 
Tethys do their best to achieve this goal. 

Also good to know that when you are vegan you will be provided with food on board also 
sometimes there could be more alternatives compared to the meals the others get. 

Neil, Age 35, Germany  

 

 

As a stem teacher I found here what I always try to trigger to my students: if we want to 
protect something we love we Need to improve our full knowledge about it. 
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A synergy between humanism and scientific point of view. 

Tethys researchers show me their skills and their passion, using scientific method and 
approach with care and love. 

The life on board was a magic pause of our chaotic life, like clicking pause of Sperm whale 
when it gets back on surface after a deep dive.  

I completely enjoyed this experience: crew and guests, sightings, sea,  lectures, sailing, daily 
assignments, smiles and laughs, kindness, peaceful, multiethnic life and exchange, hardness 
and tiredness after a long day as a "sea marine biologist"! Thanks to CSR17 people: Caterina, 
Roberto, Daniela, Federico, Anais and all of my 10 sailors friends. With love! 

Sabrina, 45, Como Italy 

 

We live in Sanremo and we are divers and so we saw many sea life forms, but when we 
decided to do this experience whit Tethys foundation we can't imagine how the cetacean 
life is so rich and amazing in Ligurian sea. 

The Pelagos boat is comfortable and spacious. 

The Skipper Roberto and the biologist Caterina with the trainees biologist Daniela, Anais and 
Federico are qualified and available to give information but overall they transmitted to  us 
their passion made of respect and scientific approach. 

The Pelagos boat is comfortable and spacious and the atmosphere is friendly and serene. 
Thank you . 

Monica, 57, Franco 67, Sanremo  

 

It's a fantastic experience being a week on the boat Pelagos. I had the opportunity to sleep 
outside and enjoyed the stars. While being on sea, i was on lookout shifts for one or two 
hours a day and at the lookout we were the first ones spotting the whales and dolphins. And 
the lookout is also good for getting an image of how big the whales are. We saw striped 
dolphins and sperm whales this week. We learnt a lot about their habitant and how to protect 
them. Thanks to the team of Pelagos for providing us with so many information.  

Ulrike, 32, Germany 
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Thank you for the amazing and genuine experience! We really enjoyed this week together, 
sailing, sightseeing and feeling part of the crew.  
This was our first time on a boat, and we will not forget how nice all of you were with us. 
Best wishes for your project, and hopefully see you again! 
Alice 29 and Alvise 33,  Milano 

 

Quest'esperienza mi ha lasciato una sensazione davvero particolare e forte. Spero di riuscire 
a tornare su Pelagos e continuare a seguire il progetto Tethys. Fate un lavoro enorme e 
meraviglioso per il mare, per i cetacei e per noi tutti e tutte.  

Ringrazio Daniela, Federico e Anais per essere stati super disponibili e per aver condiviso la 
loro esperienza con noi. Ringrazio Roberto per averci portati sempre in sicurezza, con 
attenzione e tanta simpatia in giro per la ricerca. E infine ringrazio Caterina per l'inestimabile 
passione con cui lavora e attraverso cui trasmette conoscenze, esperienza ed entusiasmo 
per i cetacei e l'ambiente marino. Un grazie anche a Paolo per i buonissimi piatti cucinati e 
la compagnia! 

Esperienza bellissima e gruppo super :) 

Elena 28, Sanremo-Torino 

 

Beautiful and wild experience. It will be hard to come back to "normal" citylife confusion and 
places crowded of people. What impressed me at best is the scientific method that gives to 
you the real impression that what is going on, it will have a positive consequence to our 
complicate and dynamic world. A special mention to Roberto, that is the perfect mixture of 
experience, sea culture, and stories (many to tells), that fascinating you. Then a big huge to 
all crews that never stop to support all stuffs that go on into the boat. And at the end 
Caterina, that really is able to indicated to you the road to take... you have just follow ;) 

Andrea, 42, Manager – Italy 
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Dolphins are striped 

the far sea is so blue 

fin whales made my time 

my heart blows THANK YOU! 

a 20-meters long hug to thank you all: Anais, Marianna, Marina, Federico, Paolo, Roberto and 
Valerio!  

roby  

HI GUYS, it was a beautiful experience with very nice people. I will miss you but i hope we 
will see each other soon! ❤❤ 
Sara 

 

Thank you Tethys for this memorable experience! You guys are amazing and doing a great job 
giving us an insight of the cetacean lives in this Sanctuary! It was a week with you I will always 
remember :-) Thanks! 

Eva 

 

Che fantastico progetto portato avanti da un gruppo meraviglioso! Anche con il vento 
contrario abbiamo apprezzato tantissimo il vostro impegno e siamo stati benissimo. 

Grazie a tutto lo staff che ci ha accompagnato e supportato (Valerio J Sara, Federico, Marina 
e il capitano Roberto). Alla prossima!!! 

Cristina 

 

I had an absolutely amazing time on pelagos and all the crew were extremely friendly and 
wellcoming. We saw lots of dolphins and whales and I saw my first Fin whales on this trip. 
Even on the days we didn't go out due to weather, there was realy informative lectures on 
different areas of marine sampling and marine mammals as well as fun trips such as cycling 
along the bike path. These past two weeks were fantastic - Thank you to all at Thethy's 

Natasha 
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This trip has been an absolutely incredible couple of weeks. All the crew and researchers 
were incredibly welcoming and knowledgeable and we saw so many incredible animals from 
cetaceans like fin whale, sperm whale, and striped and common bottlenose dolphins, to 
other exciting species such as bluefin tuna, ocean sunfish, and a mobula ray. A huge thank 
you to the entire Tethy's team! 

Dominic 

 

Sono partito incerto perchè non avevo mai viaggiato in barca e poi non sapevo se patissi il 
mal di mare, il sogno di vedere un cetaceo mi ha convinto a percorrere questa esperienza. 
Siamo partiti motivati per questa avventura. Parlo al plurale perchè siamo un gruppo di più 
persone amanti dei cetacei che pensiamo essere creature con delle conoscenze molto 
importanti. 

Ora a fine di questa esperienza che nonostante il tempo abbia un pochino provato mi sento 
di dire che sono super entusiasta. Innanzi tutto per l'entusiasmo, la gentilezza, e 
l'amorevolezza che ho riscontrato dalle persone di Tethys verso il progetto, e poi l'armonia 
che è nata durante questi giorni vissuti vicini vicini, condividendo qualsiasi cosa, mi ha 
aperto il cuore. 

Spero tanto di poter tornare a rivivere questa esperienza bellissima e indimenticabile. 
e ringrazio tutti per quello che mi avete fatto vivere in questi brevi momenti ma molto 
intensi. 

Spero intensamente che questa ricerca possa procedere e che possa svelare i segreti 
millenari che i cetacei conservano con amore per gli esseri umani. 

Gorilla Eucalipto 

 

Fin da piccola ho sempre sognato di trascorrere una settimana in barca a vela per scoprire 
il mare e gli esseri viventi che si nascondono sotto la sua superficie. Non ho mai immaginato 
che questo mio sogno diventasse realtà e invece non solo è diventa realtà, ma ho capito 
che forse un giorno può diventare il lavoro della mia vita (o almeno così spero). Dovevo 
rimanere qua una sola settimana, ma mi sono trovata così bene che mi sono formata 
un'altra settimana. Ho scoperto un sacco di cose sui cetacei e più ne scoprivo più ne volevo 
sapere, e su questo mi hanno aiutato molto i ragazzi dell'equipaggio che con pazienza mi 



 

https://whalesanddolphins.tethys.org - https://www.tethys.org 

hanno insegnato un sacco di cose e hanno avuto la capacità di rendere ogni cosa 
emozionante e divertente.  

Grazie di cuore per la pazienza, per tutto quello che mi avete insegnato e per avere reso 
ogni momento di queste 2 settimane unico. Grazie Marina, Valerio, Sara. Federico e grazie 
Capitano! Auguro a tutti voi di raggiungere i vostri obiettivi e di continuare a stare in questo 
bellissimo mondo della ricerca. Spero di rincontrarvi presto per scoprire qualcosa di nuovo 
su questi o alti animali marini. Un bacio grande  

Vittoria 

 

Per proseguire gli studi mi sono trasferita in un'altra città, e mi capita spesso di chiedermi 
se ho fatto la scelta giusta. Sono le esperienze come questa che mi danno la risposta. Non 
avrei mai conosciuto tutte queste persone meravigliose, non avrei mai visto tutti questi 
incredibili animali, e non avrei avuto stupendi ricordi da portare con me per sempre. Grazie 
per tutto il vostro impegno, e per le esperienze che regalate. Se potessi tornerei ogni 
settimana, per vivere tutto da capo, con l'emozione del primo giorno. Grazie mille! 

Guendalina, studentessa  

 

Questa settimana è stata bellissima e speciale in ogni suo aspetto, emozionante a dir poco 
e sicuramente una di quelle esperienze che porterò nel cuore. Ho partecipato a diversi 
progetti riguardanti la fauna terrestre e marina ma non mi era mai capitato di poter 
partecipare attivamente all’attività di ricerca e raccolta dati, dalla raccolta in mare 
all’inserimento nel computer. È stato molto bello anche potersi confrontare con persone 
che condividono le stesse passioni e per mettersi alla prova nella condivisione degli spazi e 
nella gestione delle attività. Che dire degli avvistamenti... spettacolari dal primo all’ultimo 
giorno, immagini di questo tipo non possono che rimanere impresse nella mente e nel 
cuore, per sempre grazie 

Livia (23), Roma 

 

Immensamente grazie per questa esperienza semplicemente meravigliosa, ho passato dei 
giorni indimenticabili grazie a voi, emozioni indelebili nel mio cuore. È stata sicuramente 
una delle esperienze più belle mai fatte nella mia vita. Spero di avervi fatto divertire con la 
mie spensierate danze serali, io davvero non mi dimenticherò mai di questi giorni passati 
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insieme, pieni di passione e professionalità ma soprattutto pieni di amore verso il nostro 
mare. grazie di cuore 

Aurora, studentessa, Roma 

 

Questi 6 giorni a bordo sono stati fra i più belli della mia vita! Avvistamenti spettacolari ed 
emozionanti, prima fra tutte la balenottera, da sempre uno dei miei animali preferiti. 
Imparare a lavorare sul campo è poi stato per me fantastico, e la nottata dei 24 capodogli 
rimarrà per sempre nel mio cuore. Per non parlare poi dell'equipaggio, dalle mie compagne 
di avventure (menzione speciale per Marianna), al fantastico comandante, alla 
professoressa Pace, Giulia e Giancarlo, per finire con Caterina, ricercatrice fantastica e 
guida esperta e decisa. Un'esperienza che vorrei rivivere all'infinito, sperando sia solo un 
assaggio del futuro che mi attende, circondata dai mammiferi marini.  

Alice (23), Roma 

 

Esperienze come questa ti restano nel cuore. Risaltano la bellezza della condivisione e il 
fascino della Natura, che non smetterà mai di emozionarci.  

Vi voglio bene e vi ringrazio davvero tanto! 

Computer, computer, computer.. siamo pronti per il meteo!  

Marianna, studentessa 

 

Un' esperienza che arricchisce la mente, gli occhi e il cuore. 

Qui un minuto non dura davvero un minuto... In soli 60 secondi può succedere qualsiasi 
cosa...si ha la sensazione di non avere abbastanza occhi per catturare ogni momento...ora 
c'è un soffio, ora due, ora tre poi più nulla... dopo un fluke up, il capodoglio è andato giù 
per continuare la sua caccia. 

Ora invece un piccolo di capodoglio curioso cerca di avvicinarsi alla barca, ma prontamente 
la mamma risale mettendosi in mezzo, per portarlo via da un potenziale pericolo. 



 

https://whalesanddolphins.tethys.org - https://www.tethys.org 

Si intravede all'orizzonte qualcosa che riflette la luce del sole in modo diverso dal mare... 
un altro soffio, stavolta verticale, è la balenottera che, più calma, si lascia avvicinare, 
facendosi accarezzare dai nostri sguardi nella sua interezza. 

In un mare blu notte, le stenelle con i loro piccoli corrono a prua, saltano, ci scrutano e poi 
ci lasciano, per continuare altrove il loro viaggio. 

Quello che abbiamo imparato in questa settimana non ha prezzo...la vita in barca, la 
raccolta dei dati e la loro conseguente  gestione ...il tutto condito da una compagnia 
davvero speciale ed in perfetta sintonia...per lo più sconosciuti, legati da una sola passione: 
il mare. 

Irene, studentessa 

 


